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He that doubteth , is dannedif be eat, becauſe nat of faith: 
for whatſoever js not faith, is ſue. 
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To the Author ofa Book inti, 
tuled, The lawfulneſs of obeying the. . 


preſent GovnRNMENT:. 


XU 


W 


M 


Honoured Sir, ANTE WE EE 
TINY, Aving ſeen your treatiſe, and bethg in the 
number of thoſe to whom your diſcourſe us 
direfied, ! do in my own ani others behalf5 
= de! nie thanks,for your offer and en- 
MN deavour to hold forth ſomewhat for the ſa- 
PYOTe 5k 6407 of theſe who deſire to walke by 
OUR rule,and cannot comply with al:erations , 
&7eat, ſudden, and of publick concerument upon ſuch grounds, 
85 peraduenture take with ſome others, 
[a-the-argument you t&prefſe your ſelf thui, a declaration 
hath been lately publiſhed, wherein the grounds are expre i of 
ſetling the preſent | TOP = tn which if axy be not ſo far 
ſatrsfyed as to think that ſettlement lawful,yet even to ſuch ts 
this diccaurſe direfed-;-whe - 
the c"ange of a oo—_ were beleeved nt to be lawful, yet 
it may lawfally be obeyed. 
1 hope you wil not take offence,tf 1 (having many times read 
over,an1 as 1 was able weighed your treatiſe) do acknowleig, 


thas 1 am not jet ſatiofyed in that which is made the buſants.of.. 
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(4) 
gour book, 7 ſuppoſe alſo that 7 ſhall not 1# this writing gia 
ofſence to any of different Jucigement, and 7 am apt to beleeye 
that thoſe that are trme to the principles of Liberty of Conſct« 
ence,pil not tale offence at me for propoſing in a peactable way 
the grounds of my [cruples , to ſuch a coſurſt as if the worke it 
ſelf be feafatle guay be a probatle tyſtrument of clearing that 
eaſe wherein he hatb appeared,and therty both ſattsſy the 
ſpirits of many that truly fear the Lord,aul be ſerviceable to 
the eſtabliſhing of the new fabrick tn a more hcourable and 
laſting way, than the greateſt penaltyes can eacompaſſe.. Fey 
my ſelf 1 ſhall only adde thus much, that I am perſwaded, if 
you knew haw much unbeleef lodges tn my heart an1 bow great 
inconveniences I mu # wreftle with, tn caſe my ſcruples be 
not ſatisfyed. you would not much doubt but tha: I would te as 
willing torecerve ſatisfafiion,as you have expreſt your ſelfe to 
give it. Thur leaving the following lines to your conſiderat;on 
Tre 
F SJ, 


Yours obliged and 
to be obliged. 
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An Enquiry after further ſatisfaQion concerning -0- 
beyiag a change of government belecyed ro be unlawfnl)l, 


ic Queſtion is this, whether though the change of a Go. 
vernment were belceved not to be lawfull,yer it may law. 
fully be obeyec? 

A late Treatiſe propoſeth proofs for the aff: mative ; 
which before we come to examine, it will not be amifſe to corſider 
ſome things by way of premiſe towards the clearing of the point in 
queſtion, 

And here in the ficſt place let it be conſidered, whence it is,that this 
or that particular perſon,comes to be a Subj-Rro this or that particu» 
lar Government or Governour ? and this may be foure wayes, 

1. In regard of originall or natural deſcent and inferiority, 1 hus ia 
the firſt age of the World, Cain, Abel, Seth, andt e reſt of Adams 
C hildren and their Of-ſpring , were urder the government O Adam 
by naturalltighrz and this is founded upon the prigutvetearms of the 
5th, Commandement, Hoxonr thy Father, 

And to this head we may reterre the ſubjetion of the younger 
Brother to the elder as being in ordinary courie the Heir of his Ea» 
thers government, And thas, with Chyy/oftom, Mnſculns,and others, 
1 underſtand that as ſpoken by God,co Cain ihe elder Bro: her , con- 
cerning Abe',Gen.q 7. Vo thee ſhall be his deſire and thow ſpals 
ru/c over him. The like Phraſes arc uled in the 3d.chapter v.16.con. 
cerning the ſubjeRion of the Wife ro the government of the Husband. 

2, In regard of ſome ſpeciall precept or inſticution of God, Sowhen- 
ſoeyer God doth expicſly aſhgne a perſon to government over a 
Kingdom,the SubjeQs of that Kizgdome are thereupon bound to 0. 
bey that perſon. So David was taken from feeding of Sheep'to be 
Ruler over /ſrae'. 1 Sam. 16.1. The Lord ſaidunto Samwell, fill 
thine Horn with Ole, go,l Wil ſend thee 80 Jeilc the Berhlemin;for 1 
bave provided wwe 4 King among his Sons. he like we read concerning 
Jeſs,who was in particular appointed by God to be King over 1/rarh 
Theſe caſes are extraordinary, and the ground of obcying in theſe ca- 
ſes, is , . that Soveraignty of God whereby he beſtows authority on 
whom. he pleaſes z cxpreſt by ſome ſpeciall word whereby ia ſuch * 
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(6) | 

ſes the tile of government may be knowa to be by divine donation. 
Jer.27 5.6. I have made the Earth,th: man and the beaft that ave 
upon the grennd, by my great power and by my onut-ftretched Arm, 
and bave given it unto Whans it ſeemed meet unto me ; and now have 
1 given all theſe Land: into the hand of Nebnchadnezer the Ki g of 
Batylon my ſervart, > 

3. In regard of place, Suppoſe a man, with his family”, g 
ſom- place which hath neither owner nor Inhabiranr': he pla 
poſſcfes that place, and hath by right of primitive poſſefſion,au 
to governiin that placezind if afcerward any othee come t 
within compalle of that Plantation he ought to be ſubjeR to the Go» 
verrour ard government of the place ; and fo ordinarily, whatſo- 
ever Kingdome a man comes into; he is during his abode there ſubjeR 
ro the authority of the place; and here is the proper roome for that 
ſaying , perſona ſequitnry locum, And upon this account it is,that the 
fourcs Commandement enzoynes the governour 0! a Family or City, 
to ſee that the Sabbath be nor prophaned by the ſtranger chat is with. 
in their gates; for whilſt he is within their bounds, he is within their 
jurisdiRtion; ard thus the patriarks by ſoj- urning 'in Bgypt , became 
1ibj-Rts ro Pharach | 

4. in regard of conſent, When thoſt that are free to diſpoſe of 
themſclyes or others under 2 Government or Governour, do by ſuch 
conſent corſticure or lay a foun ation for Government, Thus was the 
origin:I1 of the Romans under 'Remylss, 5 the learned Author of the 
Treatiſe, de jtre Magiſtratum in ſubditosr informsns, A Romnlo 
populnr Romanus creatus fuifſe dicithr ,qv;z privis righalis popalas 
non fuerit ſid multitudo quedam ex varijs  gentibus 5 populrs Col. 
leta. Remnlusinihas gentes colleftitias non niſi ex ipſarum conſen. 
ſu dominatus eſt, The Scripture gives many inſtances of the right: of 
government founded 1h content or agreement : amongſt othery the 
calc of Teptharh is cleer,/nig. 11.9.11, The E ders of Gilead ſaid wnto 
Jephthatyo 5th us and fiht arainſt rh: Children of Atamon'; and 
beour brad over all the Iihabirants of Gilead , and the \people made 
hins bead and C aptuine o tr then, ; rs 

Apaitie ir4s Conſiderable, inwhat reſpe@rhe change of x Govern. 
ment}s belegyed/ro be/unlavfullwhecherie bers vt NS: 

1. Q-4y regard ofthe endhar thoſe dime ar,wifith dof alter thi, 
government, And in this caſe I conteiye, if there be nothing co viti- 
ate the change bura bad endin the changer; this doth not makceitun. 
lawfull to be obeyed. or 
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| (7 
Oc 2. In regard of the com = badneſſe of the Government 
brought in by change. As if inſtead of a well regulated monarchy , a 
more turbulent democrake were brought in. In this cafe I copceive,, if 
there be no exception agairiſt the change,but the bringing in of a lefle 
commendable government, this doth not make ir unlawfull co obey it. 

Or 3 in regard of the Commiſſion that thoſe have that do alter 
the Governmenr, For, if they be not pler ipotentiaryes 3s to ſuch an 
aR of infticuring a new government ; that new fabrick will want ar- 
thority which is the ſoul of government, & therefore 1 do ror fee how 
it may be obeyd. | 

As put calr, in Extopia the Majeſtas or ſupreme authority lies in 3. 
Eſtatesz1 Prince, Nobles,and R:prelenters of the Communalty in Se- 
nate aflcmbled_if theſe by their joynt authority do make ver; corfi- 
derable alterations in ering or aboliſhing Courts, enlarging or re- 
training power of ſtite.Officers. 1 make no queſtion bu in this caſe 
the Extepian: may as well without ſcruple comply with theſe acts, 1s 
withthe other Statute. laws of that Kingdome;becaulc thele alterati. 
ons are as within the compaſle of the ſupreme authority. 

Again put caſe ; theſe 3 Eſtates in Europia undercake to overthrow 
the Fundamentall government,and ſct.np one of thoſe z to be the 11- 
preme and inſtead of the whole fundamental government,if the que. 
ſtion were put whether the inhabitancs of Eutopia might obey that 
fingle eſtate as the! ſole ſupream, upon a Declaration or aRof the 3. 
eſtates to that eF-R : this | conceive a very difh-ult. caſe : and the 
clear ſharing of it wil require a man welg ir.fik:ed in the tyſtory of the 
Eutopian Ggvernment,and well ſtudicd in that grand queſtion inÞo- 
liticks, an jure AMajeftatu fint communicavilia? 

Bur pur caſe, one of thole 3. Eſtates in Exr9p3e will undertake to ex- 
clude the other 2, and to ſer up it ſelf ſolely as ſupreme; and to Nall 
laws made by all g 'eſtzres:1f one that is not able to comprehend' how 
this aR is within compaſle of the commiſſion of thar one eſtate; doth 
thereupon beleeve char change of Goverament not to be lawfull, It 
the Queſtion be put, whether one ſo beleeving may obey that change, 
1 muſt confefſe I am nor ſatisfyed in thg Affirmative, and my realon 1s 
this; Becauſe if that change be nor uſa of authority it may not be 

obeyed, and that it is noc an aR of authority, ſeerns to me rational up, 
on obvious inferences from theſe grounds, Par 1® parem now habet 
antheritat em, T et xa ag gregatum eft mains qualibet [ui partes Ejuſ- 
des oft lege abolere enim oft conders, The Engbth of all which = 
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(8) 
be ſurnmedupin this: a leſſer authoriey hath no authority over a 
© reater, | 
: Again put caſe, that eſtate in Eutopia was urder a force when it did 
geccre that change 0! Governmenr: by reaſon of which force many 
Members were kept away : and one th+t doth not queſtion the ordio2. 
1y power of that c{txce, doth yer beleeve that the change being made 
by that Eſtate,urder that diſadvantage @f force, is not lawful'. If the 
queſtion be put,whether in this caſe,he thar ſo beleeves the unlawfu)l. 
nef{: of that change, may, till hebe otherwiſe informed, obey char 
change: 7 fay as in the former cale, I am not ſatisfyed in the Affirma. 
tive. I (kallulluſtrace this caſe by a ſuppoſicien nerrer home, there is 
io the fi {& leaf of the B e5f Memento, the copy of an ordinance,wher. 
in 15 cxpreſt, That all Vores,Ocders, Ocdinavces paſſed in cither or 
both houſes of Parliament, between the 26 of July and the 6 of Av. 
guſt 1647. were null and yoyd ac the miking thereof the Farliament 
being under a force and not free, Now {i ppoſetl at in this ſpice of 
time racre had paſſed,in either or both homies of Parliamenr, a decree 
for the chang of Government: luppoſe further that one that eruly hos 
nours the Parliamen',an4 15 of the ſame judgement with that Ordi, 
nznce of the z00f Av CVST 16471nd kreww of the force mentioned 
therein; doth chereupon beleeve that change of government to be un- 
lawfull, if it be -4ked whether he, ſo beleceving, may lawtully obe 
that change of goverrment, | would anſwer, no, And my reaſon. is 
this ; poſicive precepts do imply negative duty: I mean thus; that com. 
mand that ſayes Honor thy Father and thy Mother, Goth as well for. 
bid obeying that which is not 'authority , as commard obeying that 
which is authority;now that chiffg of Government( being(according 
to the ſup;oſicion)decreed, the Parliament being under a force ba h 
nothing at all of authority in ic : becauſe the decree is null and yoyd 
at the time of the making thereof, 

Now Reader take che right Rate of the cn:{tion along with' you, 
the queſtion 15 nor concerning the forbearing of reſiſt ance,or concer- 
ning ſome kinde of occaſions]! compliance , but only concerning obe. 
dicnce which is a duty of the 5 Commandemenr, Nor is the queRtion 
in general whether a change of Government may be obey'd,but whe- 
ther it may be obeyed by one that belecyes the rinlawfulneſſe of the 
change, nor ſhall it be queſtioned for me, whether though 2 change 
of government were beleeyed to be in ſome not lawful, it 
may yet lawfully be obeyed , but that which I hold is this, _— the 
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(9) 
change of a government be belecyed not to be lawfull , for want of 
ſufficient authoriry in that change, then he that ſo beleeves may nor 
lawfully obay it. For this I could produce proofes ; But I wave them; 
and come now to corlider, what the presbyterian propoſer off:rs by 
way of proofe- 
And in the firſt place that Scripture Rem. 13. is alledged. Whick 
"Scripture if cleerely opend , and rightly appl,ed , weuld ſtate the 
preſent and many other controvalics, Age bere 1 grant that Serip- 
ture requiies ſubjeRtion hath io authority, and to perſons clothed with 
that autboruy, Neither dee 1 deny , hut that Scripture proves fnb- 
j-Rion due to ( lanai and Nero-when they were inveſted in autho- 
rity. But here the propoler- queriesthe lawtuloeſſe of their coming 
to be inveſted in theig authority, ang faycs, that the Souldiers was the 
foundation of Clandinſe's and of Neroes empire : and kere I grant 
that the Souldiery was the occaficn or means by which they came ts 
be Emperours: But I deny that they received avthority from the ſoul. 
diery; chey received it from the people or Sent; and they had power 
to give it. I touche before the original! of the Koman Power. Rome. 
{us was the ficit Kiny, and he raigned by conſcot of thoſe who bad 
power to give up their conſent, This Romwlzes did infſticuce as the great 
councell a Senatz conſiſting of 100 men ; Which number afterwards 
encreaſed. The power of the Jenate to eonficme a ſupreame Gonver. 
nour , may be proved out of .Zivzis and other authors, And that 
Nero had the conſeutgf che Senate iscleere, by what the propoſer p. 
3.cites out of T acitxs, in.theſe words, The Sentence of the Soldiers 
was followed wh the conlent of the Senate , and thea it was nor 
{crupl-d in the provinces, And that Clawdius had allo the conſent 
of the Senate , may be gathered out of approved authors, and is not 
denyed by the propoler, I ay then that, though the Souldiers could 
not give them a legall title, yer the Scnate- both could and did. T hat an 
unlawfull means and a legall title may meet together, I (hall illuſtrate 
by a limilicude in an other kind. The Ulurer lends a man 100 pound, 
and has his bond for the principal and 8 pound igtereft ; the borrow- 
er dyes z the Executor may pay that 8 pound above the principal; be- 
caule though the Ylurer hath nar a.mocall r3ght to that, $ | by lending 
upon uſury , yet he hath a legall title row by the dond of the decen. 
ſed. So he that by uſurpation encroaches upon 2 Crowe ; if beſides 
this, he gaines allo alegall cicls ; may be obayed upon chat-legill citle, 
though not upon the ground of Uiurpation, Yo this purple is that 
B e 
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(10) 
De jare Magiftratuum p.22.vitinm quod ab initio uſurpationi ineras 
peteſt poſten emendari : adeo ut qui ab initio gym fuir, poſſit legi. 
e 


11m1s et inwvielabili; magiftratus ef fici, i videlicet poſtea liber et le- 
git1nws acce ſſerit cornum conſenſus ,qus vernm et legitimum magiſtr a- 
1m creare et conſtitwere poſyunt, | he like anſwer to what I have gi- 
ven to that text Rom 13 doth Mr. F«rronghs give to Dr. Ferne, his 
words are theſe p. 9. The apoftle requires them not to reſiſt their 
power, their '«Z«e/« he doth not charge them not to refift their Ty- 
ranny. Certainly they could haye no power but that which was given 
them by ſome agreement ; if they challenge further it was no autho- 
rity at all, And afterward p. 8. what they got and held meerely by 
force without any conſent or agreement, was no power, no authori, 
ty at all but might be refiſted notwithſtanding that prohibition. 

From the Scripture argument the propoſer paſſes to hiſtoricall obſer« 
v-ſtons abozt the inter. uption of lineall-ſucceſſion ro the Crowne in 
Evgoland, 

To which I might Anſwer that,a fafts ad jus ron valet argumentum. 
V/har'cever title others have had in former ages, if the title ſince be 
clecre , vice neede not trouble our ſelves with thoſe obſeryations , 
wh'clvthe propoſer ſayes, Learned men and ſtates-men have been ig- 
norart of, I ſhall therefore here only cite ſome paſſages out of a par- 
liamentary acknowledgment. Anno 1. Jacobs Regis. Tonr moſt huns- 
ble and loyall Subjefts,the Lords ſpiritnall and temporall, and the 
Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled , in moſt humble and 
lowly manner dee beſeech yinr moſt Excellent Majeſty , that \ as a 
memorial to all poſterities , among't the records of your high court of 
Parliament for ever to endure, of our loyalty, obedience , and hearty 
humble aſfeftien ) it may be puvliſhed and declared in this high court 
of Parliament, and enattedby authority of the ſame , thar wee (being 
bounden ther eunto both by the lawes of God and Man) doe recogmee 
and achnow'edge, that immediately npon the diſſolution and deceaſe of 
Elizabeth /ate Q#eexc of England,the inoperiall CroWn of the realme 
of England, and of all the Kingdomes, Dominions, and rights belong- 
5ng to the ſame , did by inherent birthright and laWfs.l and undowbted 
ſucceſſion, deſcend and come to your moſt Excellent Aajeſty, as being 
lixeally, juſtly, and lawfully, next and ſole heir of the blood rojall of 
this realme, as is aforeſaid.and that by the goodneſſe of God almighty 
and lawfull right of deſcent , under one 1aperiall Crowne , your 
Majeſty is of the Kingdomes of England &c- King TE And 
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thereunto we moſt humbly and Faubpulh do ſubmit , and obleige our 
ſelveroxy heirs , and poſterities for ever, wntill the laſt drap of our 
blondrbe ſpent. And dee beſeech your Majeſty to accept the ſame, as 
the firſt fruits in this high court of Parliament , of our loyaltie and 
faith to your Majeſty , and your Royal Progeny , and Poſt erityfor 
gVEer, 

The Propoſer likewiſe cites the judgement of a few divizes and c2. 
ſuiſts for obeying the commands of an Vſurper, And belceve thoſe 
that abound with books may meet with far more of the contrary 
jadgement. But becauſe our faith muſt not ſtand in the wiſdome of 
men;and we are upon a caſe of conſcience , wherein the opinions of 
men are of {mal weight; I judge ir ſaperflaous to multiply Authors : 
take thetefore only 2. for a i die Sreronghs anſwer to Dr, Ferne, 
p.7- there is no body here that yer hath attempted to take any power 
2way from the King that Jaw hath given him. Howſoever the poinc 
of inheritance or conqueſt can not hinder ; for firſt , none inaerics 
bur that which his Progenitors kad, and his Progenitors had no more 
originally then by conſent was given them ; therefore the difference 
berween Kiogs by Inhericance,and Kings by cleRion, in this cale is not 
much. And tor conqueſt,that oaly ſertles former right , or makes 
way to ſome farther agreement , to adde to what was former z the 
right comes not from power to conquer, or at of conquering , but 
from ſome agreement, precedent,or conſequent, de jrre Magiſtratne 
ues Þ. 27, is qui alienos invadit nullo modo ſibs ſubditos, et js cupiat 
juſte et ex bono et £qu0 dominari(ficut de Pijiftrato et Demetrio Phas 
lareo apud Athemenſes legimus) poteſt tamen jure impedirigetians ar- 
mata menu,et 4 quibuſy vel infime ſortis, quibus vim inferre velu- 
erit, quum nallo jure ill; obſtringant wy. | 

Frem thealledging of Anthors the Propoſer comes again to argn- 
:ng, and urging the former Scrip. wre,rells us,it ſpeaks not of obeying 
thoſe that ſhall be powers, bur the powers that arc,and thoſe that arc 
in authority, 

I gr.nt it is ſpoken of the preſent powers : but who are thoſe ? 
ſurely thoſe which are conſtirated powers,not thoſe which are preten. 
ders to power. Whatſoever force riſes up to hinder the Parliament, 
yet the Parliament is a power in being,becauſc it has a legall being. To 
this purpoſe is that which we read in Mr. Burroughs book, intituled 
T he glorions Name of God the Lord of Hoſts, which book was printed 
by orde: from a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, In that book 
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(12) 
p.47 he tels us,the Kingdome hath a Parliament in being , untill both 
Houfes have agreed to diſolve it, And in his anſwer to Doftor Ferne 
7.3 He places the Emphaſis upon the word power;for thus he writes ; 
We diſtinguifh berween the man that hath the power,and the power 
of that man , and ſay although the power muſt not be reſiſted accor- 
ding to the letter and ſence of the Text, yet the illegal will and wayes 
of the Man , may be refiſted without the leaſt offznding againſt the 
Texr, 
To what the propoſer deman4s concerning the covenant, will on - 
only tell yow-whart is lately publiſh: by Mr, Carre a great patron of 
che late proceedings, in his booke againſt the Covenant p. 7. his werds 


. are theſe. Ir is not poffible that ever this Common wealrh ſhould be 


ſetled 3ccording to what the Parliament hath lately declared, and the 
Covenant duly obſerved z fo incompatible is the one with - the 
other, 

To the propoſers paſſage coneerning heirs and ſncceſſors in the 
Oath of allegiance, | ſay { with ſubmiſſion to better information } 
whereas the office of a King may outlive the race of a King, there are 
therefore mencioned not only heirs but ſuccefſours; that in caſe keirs 
faile , yet Kingſhip might not dy , and therefore heirs is ſer firſt, and 
ſucceſſonrs after. But of this enough, and it may be alſo this may 
ſeeme ſuperfluous ; for if the propoſed alteration goe on,it will ex- 
clude both heirs and ſucceſſours, 

To the laſt Quere of the propoſer ( if I underſtand the meaning of 
it) there may be a ſufficient anfwer pickt out of che laſt paſſage which 
I ciced out of Mr Farrowghs. 

I hall therefore here conclude with the councell of the moſt wiſe 
God, given by the wiſcſt of Men. prov. 24. 21. 22. /1y Son , feare 
thox the Lord, and the King : and meddle not with them that ave gt. 
ven to change. For their calamity hall riſe ſuddenly, and Who know« 
eth the ruine of them both, 


DO —_ gg — —— 
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